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NDIS QUALITY AND SAFEGUARDS COMMISSION 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Disability Services) [10.02 am]: I rise to 
inform the house of my recent announcement that Western Australia’s transition to the NDIS Quality and 
Safeguards Commission has been deferred from 1 July to 1 December 2020. This is distinct from the roll-in to the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme, which is ongoing. 

The quality and safeguarding commission is an independent agency established to improve the quality and safety 
of NDIS supports and services. WA was due to roll these functions in to the commission by 1 July this year. However, 
at this challenging time I am focused on ensuring that Western Australians with disability and their families and 
carers continue to receive the quality supports and services they require during the pandemic. WA service providers 
have signalled to me that deferring the transition of quality and safeguarding arrangements will allow them to 
focus on critical support issues for people with disability during the COVID-19 recovery. At this time of potentially 
significant workforce impacts and redesign of service delivery, additional changes to business operations may 
have further affected the sustainability of services. 

The state government has allocated $2 million via the sector transition fund to help prepare the disability sector to 
meet the requirements of the NDIS commission, and this support will be crucial over the next six months. 

It is vitally important for people with disability in Western Australia that the sector remains strong and viable now and 
into the post-pandemic future. To ensure that safeguards for people with disability continue during this time of transition, 
the disability complaints investigation and resolution capacity of the Health and Disability Services Complaints Office 
will be allocated more resources and the existing quality and safeguarding functions performed by the Department of 
Communities will continue. Current quality and safeguarding arrangements for the continuity of support programs for 
people aged 65 years and over will also be maintained. The Department of Communities will continue to support 
providers through the delivery of quality and safeguarding functions until the role is handed to the NDIS commission 
on 1 December 2020. I am committed to maintaining open dialogue with the NDIS to ensure that we continue to 
deliver positive and safe outcomes for people with disability and service providers across Western Australia. 
 


	NDIS QUALITY AND SAFEGUARDS COMMISSION
	Statement by Minister for Disability Services


